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MOROCCO

DEMONSTRATING THE TRUE SPIRIT OF UNITY AND
COMPASSION
Human rights are not merely theoretical but also practical and inspirational. When
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everything else disappears, only human values and unity remain. Human rights are
guaranteed, protected, and defended, often without us even realizing it. 

This was the case in my country in the 1960, 2004 and September 2023 earthquakes all
causing massive damage and destruction and fatal injuries if not loss of life. 

The recent earthquake struck the Marrakech-Tensift-Al Haouz region, serving as a major
epicenter of the earthquake. However, its severity caused tremors that were felt in several
major cities across Morocco, including Rabat, Casablanca, Taza, and Tangier. 

The earthquake’s devastating impact has been profound, with the loss of over two thousand
lives and more than two thousand individuals sustaining various degrees of injuries, ranging
from severe to critically fatal. Additionally, the quake has left countless families without
homes and in dire need of basic necessities, including food and shelter. 

In response to this catastrophic event, a remarkable display of solidarity and practicality has
emerged. Hundreds of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), associations, foundations,
and public administrations, both within Morocco and internationally, have mobilized their
resources and expertise to aid those affected. Foreign governments and diplomatic
representations have also extended their support, exemplifying the strength of international
cooperation in times of crisis. 

Furthermore, the Moroccan military forces and helicopters have played a vital role in search
and rescue operations, as well as in delivering much-needed supplies to remote areas.
Thousands and tens of thousands of Moroccan citizens from all corners of the country have
united, showing incredible resilience and compassion. They have come together for a
singular purpose: to provide earthquake relief and support. 

These relief efforts encompass a wide range of actions, from generous donations of money,
food, and blood to hands-on assistance in the affected regions. Volunteers are working
tirelessly to remove debris, clear blocked roads, and provide medical care to the injured.
Communities are coming together to share their resources and offer solace to those who
have lost their homes and loved ones. 

In this challenging time, the people of Morocco, along with the support of numerous
organizations, governments, and individuals, are demonstrating the true spirit of unity and
compassion. Their collective efforts are not only providing immediate relief but also serving
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as a testament to the resilience of human kindness and solidarity in the face of adversity. 

Mohamed Ilyas Salem
ISHR Associate Morocco  


