LORRAINE AGUTI

agutilorraine@gmail.com | +256751698700 | Kampala, Uganda |
www.linkedin.com/in/aguti-lorraine-41004815a

Objective:

To leverage my expertise in human rights advocacy and social media activism to drive impactful
community-centered campaigns as an | SHR Ambassador.

Education:

Post Graduate Diplomain Legal Practice (PGDP), L aw Development Center, Kampala, Uganda.
Expected 04/2024
Bachelor of Laws (LLB), School of Law-Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda. 2017 - 2022

Experience:

Program Assistant (Al and Civil Society Engagement), Kampala Analytica
09/2024 - Present
- Developed capacity-building initiatives for CSOs focusing on ethical Al practices and equitable
access to technology tools.
- Engaged with diverse stakeholders through forums like X Space to address misconceptions about
Al's socia impact.
- Moderated discussions on online gender-based violence during the 16 Days of Activism campaign.
L egal Associate, Penal Reform International, Sub-Saharan Africa
06/2024 - Present
- Provided legal aid advocating for non-custodial measures ensuring justice access for marginalized
groups.
- Conducted research contributing to policy briefs promoting fair penal systems aligned with
international standards.
- Organized workshops fostering dialogue among global stakeholders on effective penal reforms.

Volunteer Experience:

Uganda Association of Female Lawyers-FIDA Uganda

02/2022 - 07/2022
- Advocated for women's rights by conducting community engagement activities and providing
legal support.
- Led training sessions addressing challenges such as Female Genital Mutilation within
communities.

SKills;

Human Rights Advocacy | Social Media Campaigning | Community Engagement | Research & Policy
Analysis | Effective Communication | Project Management

Awards:

«Certificate of Participation- The 13th Nelson MandelaWorld Human Rights Moot Court Competition
2021.

«Certificate of Participation- Nuremberg Moot Court Competition, 2020.

Certificate of Participation and Merit- The Uganda National Rounds of the 2019 Philip C. Jessup
International Law Moot Court Competition.

Publications:

*Aguiti, L. (2024, January), Innovating Legal and Legidlative Solutions for Human Trafficking in
Uganda., Lorraine Aguti Blog.

*Aguiti, L. (2024, January), Torture in the 21st Century: The Unseen Struggle Explored Through
International Legal Adaptations, Lorraine Aguti Blog.

*Aguiti, L. (2024, January), Realignment of the International Criminal Court with the Modern Age:
Adapting to Unforeseen Challenges., Lorraine Aguti Blog.



Lorraine Aguti
agutilorraine@gmail.com
+256751698700
Kampala, Uganda

November 25, 2024
Dear Hiring Manager,

| am writing to express my interest in the 2025 | SHR Ambassadors Program. As adedicated lawyer
with extensive experience in human rights advocacy and socia justice initiatives, | am eager to
contribute my skills and passion for change as part of your esteemed program.

Throughout my career, | have demonstrated a strong commitment to advancing human rights and
addressing societal inequalities. My role as a Legal Associate at Penal Reform International has
equipped me with valuable insightsinto providing legal aid to vulnerable groups while advocating
for fair penal systems. Additionally, my volunteer work with organizations such as FIDA-Uganda
and the Uganda Christian Lawyer's Fraternity has honed my ability to engage communitiesthrough
impactful campaigns that promote awareness on critical issues like gender-based violence and
refugee rights.

The opportunity presented by the ISHR Ambassadors Program aligns perfectly with both my
professional background and personal aspirations. | am particularly drawn to this program
because it offers an avenue for creating community-centered campaigns that can drive meaningful
change—a mission close to my heart given the challenges faced by marginalized communities

in Uganda. Furthermore, being part of a global network of changemakers will not only enhance
my understanding of diverse perspectives but also amplify our collective efforts towards achieving
equality worldwide.

In conclusion, joining the ISHR Ambassadors Program represents an exciting chance for me to
leverage over five years worth of legal expertise combined with proven leadership abilities within
advocacy settings—ultimately contributing positively toward tackling pressing issues affecting
underrepresented popul ationsglobally today! Pleasefeel free contact viaemail or phone should you
require any further information regarding application process; thank you very much consideration!

Sincerely,
Lorraine Aguti



Campaign Concept: Safe Online Spaces — Combating Online Gender-Based
Violence (GBYV) and Cyber Abuse

Introduction: Why This Campaign Matters

The internet has revolutionized how we communicate, learn, and connect with others. It has
opened doors to opportunities and platforms for marginalized voices to be heard. Yet, despite its
transformative potential, it has also become a breeding ground for harmful behaviors,
particularly Online Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and cyber abuse.

Online GBV encompasses a range of malicious activities—from cyberstalking, hate speech, and
unsolicited explicit images to more severe forms like doxxing and death threats. For women,
girls, and marginalized groups, these acts are not just digital nuisances but serious violations that
inflict emotional, psychological, and sometimes physical harm.

In my own community, I’ve witnessed the devastating impact of online abuse. Women who were
once vocal and confident retreat into silence. Activists who dare to challenge societal norms are
bombarded with vitriol. Teens who share their creativity online are met with cruelty instead of
encouragement. The effects are far-reaching: shattered confidence, mental health crises, and even
withdrawal from professional and social opportunities.

This campaign, Safe Online Spaces, aims to tackle this pervasive issue head-on. It’s about
reclaiming digital spaces as safe environments where everyone can express themselves without
fear of harassment. Through education, empowerment, and advocacy, we will confront online
GBYV and cyber abuse while fostering a culture of respect and accountability.

Campaign Objectives

Our overarching goal is to create awareness, empower victims, and advocate for systemic
change. Specifically, we aim to:

1. Raise Awareness: Educate the public about the prevalence and consequences of online
GBYV and cyber abuse, emphasizing its tangible effects on victims’ lives.

2. Empower Victims: Equip individuals with practical tools and knowledge to navigate
online spaces safely and regain control after experiencing abuse.

3. Advocate for Policy Change: Collaborate with policymakers, social media platforms,
and advocacy groups to strengthen regulations and enforcement mechanisms.

4. Promote Positive Digital Culture: Foster an online culture rooted in empathy, respect,
and shared responsibility.



Implementation Plan

This campaign is divided into four interconnected phases, each addressing a key aspect of the

1SSue.

Phase 1: Breaking the Silence — Building Awareness

To solve a problem, we must first acknowledge it. The campaign will kick off by bringing the
issue of online GBV to the forefront of public conversation.

Social Media Launch:

We will introduce the campaign with the hashtag #SafeSpacesOnline, posting
infographics, survivor testimonials, and short videos. These posts will focus on relatable
narratives to drive engagement and understanding.

Storytelling Campaigns:

Stories have the power to humanize statistics. We will collect and share real-life
experiences of online abuse (with the consent of survivors), shedding light on the
emotional and social toll of this issue.

Interactive Content:

Interactive posts, such as “Did You Know?” quizzes or polls, will educate audiences
about the various forms of online abuse while keeping them engaged. For example, a quiz
might test knowledge about privacy settings or safe reporting practices.

Phase 2: Tools for Resilience — Empowering Victims

Awareness alone is not enough; victims need tangible resources and support systems to combat
online abuse effectively.

Online Safety Toolkit:
This free, downloadable guide will include:

o Step-by-step instructions for securing social media accounts.

o How to document and report abuse effectively.

o Resources for legal and psychological support, tailored to local contexts.
Support Networks:
Partnering with organizations, we will create online and offline safe spaces where
survivors can share their experiences, access counseling, and find community support.
Survivor Webinars:
We’ll host webinars featuring psychologists, legal experts, and activists who will provide
insights into coping mechanisms, legal options, and empowerment strategies.




Phase 3: Holding Systems Accountable — Advocacy and Policy
The systemic nature of online abuse calls for systemic solutions.

o Petition for Policy Reform:
A petition will be launched to demand stronger laws addressing online GBV. This
includes mandatory reporting mechanisms for social media platforms and penalties for
those who violate digital safety laws.
o Campaigns Targeting Social Media Companies:
Platforms must do better in enforcing community guidelines. We will call on tech
companies to implement:
o Faster response times for abuse reports.
o Transparency in how they handle reported content.
o Enhanced tools for users to block or filter harmful content.
o Community Dialogues:
Engage with policymakers, local leaders, and advocacy groups to discuss and refine
legislative proposals aimed at combating cyber abuse.

Phase 4: Changing the Culture — Promoting Positivity Online

Ultimately, the goal is to transform digital spaces into environments where empathy and respect
thrive.

e The #SafeSpacesPledge:
Encourage individuals to publicly commit to treating others with respect online.
Participants will receive a digital badge they can display on their profiles.

e Creative Challenges:
Launch a challenge encouraging people to flood their social media feeds with
empowering and uplifting content. Examples include creating short videos or writing
posts that promote kindness and resilience.

e  Workshops for Youth:
Partner with schools and community centers to educate young people about responsible
digital citizenship, emphasizing the importance of empathy and accountability.

Evaluation: Measuring Success
To ensure the campaign achieves its objectives, we will track its impact through:

1. Social Media Metrics: Engagement rates for the hashtag #SafeSpacesOnline, including
shares, likes, and comments.

2. Toolkit Distribution: The number of downloads of the Online Safety Toolkit.

3. Policy Impact: Progress on policy recommendations and platform accountability.



4. Community Feedback: Surveys and testimonials from participants and stakeholders.

Personal Motivation: Why This is My Fight

This campaign is deeply personal. Growing up, I saw how the internet empowered people to
share their stories and find community. But I also witnessed how it became a tool for harm.
Friends silenced by harassment, women afraid to express themselves, and countless others
struggling in isolation.

I’ve also experienced the strength of solidarity and the transformative power of speaking out. I
believe everyone deserves a safe space to express themselves without fear of abuse. This
campaign is not just about raising awareness; it’s about reclaiming the internet as a space where
freedom and respect coexist.

Together, we can make this happen.



